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the tbief giving his money to persons in distress, and the murderer saving the lives of individuals in whom he has become interested. These peculiarities act merely as the abutting rocks at the ledges of a river, raising a ruffling here and there, but allowing the stream all the while to flow on with uncontrollable power.
SECTION IX.
COMMUNITY OF FEELING.
It is a familiar fact that feeling is apt to be increased when it is shared by others. First, in forming his opinions a man is apt to be swayed by a number of considerations not altogether directed to his impartial judgment ; in particular he may allow himself to believe and act simply as others do. Secondly, a common public sentiment has usually a common appetence producing a common belief and hope, kindling a common enthusiasm, and issuing in a common movement, which individuals join because they are heartily with it. It may spring from an evil which all feel ought to be remedied, from the sense of an oppression from which they would be delivered. Take such events as the Reformation in Europe, the rising against Charles I. in England, the French Revolution, and the Proclamation of Independence in America; in all of these there were universal abuses and sources of irritation. There were thus seeds sown ready to spring up simultaneously under the first fostering circumstances, as the grain does in spring. Thirdly, arguments and appeals, fitted to sway our judgments and interest our feelings, float in the very air, These, pressed upon us at all times by dear friends, by ministers of religion, by orators, by patriots, must produce an effect. In this way a common sentiment is ere-